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Special Points of
Interest:

Happy Earth Day! Finally, a holiday that's perfect for us Witches!

Unlike most of the special days that adorn your typ ical calendar, many of
which either belong to someone else’s religion or a re just plain silly
(National Bosses’ Day? Really?), Earth Day is an oc casion we can all cele-
brate.

The original Earth Day was started in 1970, by then  -Senator from Wiscon-
sin Gaylord Nelson. He initiated a countrywide prot  est to raise awareness
of the need for healthier environmental practices.  In 1990, Earth Day

went global and was observed by an estimated 200 mi llion people in 141
countries.

Today, of course, there is wise-spread discussion a bout global warming,
conservation, alternative energy sources, and being carbon-neutral. Sud-
denly, "green" is the new black.

All of this comes as no surprise to most Witches, w ho tend in general to be
more environmentally aware than your average mundan  e-in-the-street.
This is due in great part to our roots in Pagan cul tures and practices that
were based on a symbiotic relationship with nature.

Unlike most religions, which preach that God create  d the world for man's
benefit (and therefore all the abundance of the Ear th belongs to us, to use
as we wish -- regardless of the consequences), Pagans are more likely to
view themselves as a part of nature, no more import ant than any other. If
anything, we see ourselves as caretakers; because w e are allowed to bene-
fit from the gifts of the earth, we are responsible  for giving something back
in return.

So what is the best way for a Witch to celebrate Ea rth Day? You can start
by going online to www.earthday.net and checking ou t the many sugges-
tions they offer for anyone who is serious about he Iping to improve the en-
vironment. Among other things, these include: takin g part in the Climate
Changes Solutions Campaign, joining the Earth Day N etwork, signing the
Sky Petition (which demands that Congress act nowt o cap greenhouse gas
emissions and stop global warming), taking atestt o measure your ecologi-
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cal footprint and checking out their Climate Change  Action Tool Kit. There is also a place to register to
vote, if you haven't done so already.

All those things are wonderful, and | hope you will  take the time to check them out. But | also sugges t
that we celebrate this important day in a more "han  ds on" ways.

For instance, if you truly want to give a gifttoy  our Mother the Earth on this day dedicated to Her,  why
not plant a tree? Trees are beneficial to the envir onment in many ways. Not only do they take carbon
dioxide out of the air and put out oxygen instead, but when planted around your house they also act as

a natural cooling system so that you can run your a ir-conditioners less, thus using less energy. Inad di-
tion, they provide shelter for birds and animals, a  dd beauty to their surroundings, and sometimes con-
tribute edible fruits and nuts as well.

If you don't own property on which you can planta tree personally, why not offer to purchase one for a
local park or playground? Or if you like the idea o  f planting something yourself, but lack the space f or a
tree, you can plant something smaller like arose b  ush or a few herbs.

Another possibility is to create a small beneficial  environment for some of the creatures that sharet he
earth with us. Put up a bird feeder, build a small pond in your backyard, or adopt a cat from a local
shelter. After all, you know our Mother wants us to look out for each other.

More importantly, as Witches, we need to treat ever y day as Earth Day. It's not enough to get excited
about saving the planet one day a year. If we are g oing to truly walk our talk, we all need to take st  eps
every day to walk more lightly on the Earth. There  are many ways to do this: recycle, compost, buy
products with the least amount of packaging, switch  from incandescent light bulbs to compact fluores-
cents, drive fuel-efficient cars and minimize our u  se of electricity, just to name a few.

We can't necessarily do all of those things, all of the time. But we can do our best to be true to our Pa-
gan roots and to treat the Earth with respect and ¢ = ompassion as we follow our paths as Everyday
Witches.

Resources: www.earthday.net

Deborah Blake is a Wiccan HPS and the author of Cir cle, Coven & Grove: A Year of Magickal Practice
(Llewellyn 2007) and Everyday Witch A to Z: An Amus ing, Inspiring & Informative Guide to the Won-
derful World of Witchcraft (LIlewellyn 2008)

Witch School International is seeking a Lead Progra mmer, for it's International sites. Seeking someone
who is knowledgable about Website Design, ASP, PHP, and other Web Based Languages. Knowledge &
Experience with Paypal, Ebay, and other major sites is helpful. Must have team building skills, abilit vy
to work with passionate, committed, and assertive i  ndividuals on a Global level. Willingness to reloca te
helpful.

To apply send inquiry to ed@witchschool.com or call 217-748-4078.
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Please visit http://www.wildhunt.org/blog.html to r ead more articles written by and to learn
about the author Jason Pitzl-Waters

The Oregonian reviews a brand new book by Ursula K. Le Guin that explores the perspective of Lav-
inia_(daughter of Latinus, wife of Aeneas) from Virgil's "Aeneid". Giving a feminine perspective to the
male-centric Roman epic.

"Lavinia, an 18-year-old princess in "The Aeneid," Vergil's 2,000-year-old epic poem about the origins
of Rome, gets little attention from Vergil as a bac kground figure. He gives her not a single speech in his
shimmeringly melodious, 10,000-line poem, despite t hat she is daughter to King Latinus, who rules the
region; that multitudes of men die over who should marry her; and that her eventual marriage is cru-

cial to the founding of Rome. The book "Lavinia" (L e Guin's 56th!) repairs Vergil's lapse andis also a
loving tribute to the poet. It's an earthy retellin g of the last six books of the 12-book poem, told f rom the
point of view of Lavinia herself."

According to the review, Le Guin explores her "rich , pagan life", and brings a feminine "balance" to
Virgil's work while avoiding outright revisionism. A work on par with Robert Graves's "I, Claudius" ,
according to Publishers Weekly .

In an interview with Le Guin about the work, the author explains that she isn't trying to improv e on
Virgil , merely telling tales he didn't have time to gett o.

"Virgil didn't have time for little Lavinia," Ms. L e Guin says. Virgil died in 19 B.C. and many schola rs
believe he still planned to do some work on the Aen eid. "l didn't feel | was correcting Virgil, buthe re
was something he didn't have the time to do, and |  did."

"Lavinia" promises to be an interesting exploration of the e arly mythic history of Rome. You can read
an excerpt of the book, here.
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Every thing in your life has a history. Your car,y  our clothes, your home - you.

How well do you know that history? In one sense, fe rreting out the stories behind things is an exercis e in pointless, even bor-
ing, trivia. Nobody cares how that ketchup stainla  nded on your shirt. In another sense, it can be tit illating. Maybe the
ketchup stain isn't really ketchup - it could be bl ood. Suddenly there's a whole new angle: Vicarious drama. All the adrenaline
thrills with none of the responsibility or conseque  nces.

But sometimes finding out the history behind things is neither pointless nor titillating. It's soberin g. One good example of this
is sweatshop clothing. A shirt is a shirt is a shir  t, but when that shirt is a product of suffering, i  t represents something more
than just a cover for your torso. Part of the reaso  n exploitation continues is because some of us just don't want or care to know.
But we should. We need awareness to ground and to ¢ onnect.

So here's your mission: Take a careful inventory of the items in your home. Ask yourself, "How well do | know their story?"

Are the sage wands | bought harvested sustainably o rin a way that negatively impacts the herbs themse Ives? How about
these crystals? Odds are they were not just picked up off the ground. Maybe they represent something o ther than we thought
they did at first. Becoming aware of the real story  behind them is an important part of recognizing th e ins and outs of our own

life stories .

—Lisa Maloney
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By LUCHINA FISHER April 20, 2008

Call it coincidence or providence. A new documenta ry about Christian anti-Semitism that has drawn the ire of
some Catholic groups premiered Friday in New York - - the same day Pope Benedict XVI visited a synagogu e on the
city's Upper East Side.

The film, "Constantine's Sword," in which former R oman Catholic priest and author James Carroll trace s the
violent history of the Christian faith, takes Pope Benedict XVI to task for not fully acknowledging th e Catholic Church's
and Christianity's role in the rise of Nazismandt he Holocaust.

"It wasn't planned,” the film's Oscar-nominated di  rector Oren Jacoby says of the film's opening durin g the pa-
pal visit. "But it gives us an opportunity to prese  nt the story of Jim, the remarkable story of an Ame rican Catholic
whose faith was fractured by people hijacking relig ion."

Related

Pope Benedict even makes an appearance in the film , when he visits a synagogue in Cologne, Germany, s hortly
after his installation as pope. There he condemns t he Nazi genocide but characterizes it as an outgrow th of neo-
paganism.

Carroll says Benedict did not go far enough. In th e film, he addresses the camera, saying "that hatre d had two
parents,” the other being Christian fanaticism. "Th s film is about reckoning with Christianity's role " he says.

That reckoning has some Catholic groups upset. The filmmakers say "Catholic New York," the official n  ewspa-
per of the Archdiocese of New York, refused earlier this week to run ads promoting the film. After con  tacting the news-
paper, ABCNEWS.com was told that no one was availab le to comment on the matter.

The Catholic League, which dubs itself the nation' s largest civil rights organization for Catholics, launched a
protest against "Constantine's Sword" two weeks ago and blocked clips from being shown at a panel disc ussion on ter-
rorism at the U.S. Air Force Academy. The league ob jected to cadets being required to watch something they "might
find offensive," Kiera McCaffrey, the league's dire  ctor of communication, told ABCNEWS.com.

http://abcnews.go.com/Entertainment/story?id=468483 7&page=1
http://www.topix.net/religion/pagan-wiccan/2008/04/  constantines-sword-angers-catholics

Today’s Goddess from GrannyMoon’s Morning Feast was unavailable for 4/21 & 4/22. Try visiting her
site later this week to see if these dates have bee n posted.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GrannyMoonsMorningFea st




o+ #$ %! Lg g

- . [ 0/

My rating scale is:
5 pentacles: essential / flawless
4 pentacles: valuable / a minor glitch or two
3 pentacles: worth reading / some flaws
2 pentacles: some useful parts / serious errors
1 pentacle: not worth the shelf space / nonsense

Witch School, First Degree: Lessons in the Correlli an Tradition (Second Edition) by Rev. Donald Lewis-
Highcorrell. Llewellyn Publications, 2008. $19.95 trade paperback, 260 pages. Four pentacles.

Rev. Donald Lewis-Highcorrell introduces the Correl lian Tradition in a clear and thorough manner. Thi s book includes dis-
cussion, vocabulary, and study questions. It cover s magic, cosmology, and personal power from a Corre llian perspective.
There are instructions for laying out an altar, cas  ting a circle, and making ritual robes. Basic alta r tools are presented, as
well as extras such as candles, incense, stones, an d oils. The appendix section includes “The Charge of the Goddess” and a
self-Wiccaning ritual.

Witch School, First Degree really does read like a  school book — not dry, but meticulous — and would m ake an excellent class
textbook. For novices, it's a fine introduction to  the tradition. For more experienced Pagans, it's a guide to what Correllian
Wicca is all about; useful and interesting, even if  you practice a different tradition yourself. High  ly recommended.

Elizabeth Barrette
http://ysabetwordsmith.livejournal.com
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At Real Magic School, you'll have an opportunity to  learn everything you always wanted to learn about  magical, psychic,
and spiritual ideas and methods. Our focus is on th e practical needs of Neopagans and other polytheist s, but we’ll cover
other cultural and religious approaches too. We may even have some stuff to teach modern parapsycholog ists (scientists who
study psychic experiences) -- and their debunkers - - about the complexity of what they are studying.

Isaac Bonewits is the author of several books ont hese subjects, including the classic beginner’s boo k, Real Magic:
An Introductory Treatise on the Basic Principles of  Yellow Magic. Phaedra has co-written a book with |  saac, Real Energy:
Systems, Spirits, And Substances to Heal, Change, A nd Grow. These two books, including the updated edi tion of Real Magic
that we are now writing, will be the core of whatw e teach here.

Other writings by the two of us, including never-b  efore published materials and excerpts from new boo ks, will see
the light of day here at Real Magic School for the first time. In addition, in the months and years to come, we will be inviting
people we know and trust to create new lessons for you based on their writings and experience.

The structure of Real Magic School can be thought of as similar to a college. Topics will be divided into Depart-
ments and students wishing to earn a Certificate of  Magical Arts and Sciences will need to finish a mi  nimum number of
courses in each Department. Introductory (non-credi t) classes will be available for each Department an d will be free to all
visitors at RMS. For-credit classes will require st udents to become subscribers and will include begin ning to advanced mate-
rials on each subject covered. The introductory and  beginning lessons will be written for students in  their mid-teens and
older, with later material becoming more challengin  g. We hope to have plenty of stuff to say to experi enced adults as well!
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How to submit:

If you already have an article that you would like published in DS, please submit the article to  dseditor@witchschool.com
with the subject line - UNS Article: (Title). The re articles will responded to as quickly as possibl e.

Creative Writing:

If you are interested in submitting creative writin g, please feel free. Just make sure to put in the s ubject line "CW." DS is
hoping to publish short stories and poetry (unfortu  nately, we cannot publish larger fiction).  The Daily Spell Essay Con-

test: Starting April 1 st, The Daily Spell will be under a new editor, andt hey are leading off with an Essay Contest, with the
theme "Why | am a Witch / Pagan/ Wizard". The essay s need be a minimum of 100 words, but can be up to 600 words. Start-
ing April 1 st we will publish the best, at least one a week, and if we publish yours you will receive a $10.00 Gift Certificate to
the Witch School Store. It is a great way to share your beliefs and your story with the community. Sen d your essays to Dsedi-
tor@witchschool.com.




Paid Advertising

The Daily Spell accepts retail business and non

-Witch School event advertisements for a small

fee. Contact: MaryAnn@WitchSchool.com for
more information.

Seeking Advertising Reps

Witch School International, Inc. is seeking sales
representatives to advertise Witch School
branded products. This is a commissioned posi-
tion, with commissions ranging from 10%-30%.
We are in need of individuals who are self start-
ers to act as independent agents, selling Banner
Space, Ads in the Daily Spell, and commercials
on Magick TV along with our whole range of
products to stores and to resellers. To apply,
send your information to Ed@witchschool.com.

Tarot College Now Has Readers!

www.tarotcollege.com
If you would like your cards read, please go to the Reading Room on
the Tarot College site. You do have to be a member, supporting or non-
supporting is fine. They will also let you read fo r them if you'd like.

Reading Hours are:
Monday & Tuesday 6-7:30 pm CDT
Wednesday 5-8 pm CDT

Thursday, Saturday & Sunday 7pm-9pm & midnight-3am CDT

If you have any questions you can contact Windy at
windy@tarotcollege.com. *This is for entertainment purposes only.*

Blog of Shadows

Witch School is pleased to announce the unveil-
ing of “Blog of Shadows”, a website modeled on
the popular Face Book and My Space con-

cepts. Basic membership is free but for $5.00
per month you can get access to enhanced fea-
tures to make your Blog of Shadows truly

unique. To Join click on the link:  Blog of Shad-
ows (http://www.blogofshadows.net/

What You Can Find At WSI Inc.

Invest In Witch School : Click on the Investors link to get infor-
mation on investing in Witch School

http://www.witchschool.com/investor.asp

Shopping: Our online Store has a new look and is much easier to
use and continuing to add new products.
http://www.witchschool.com/comersus7F/store/comersu s_index.asp

Be sure to also check our Auctions and Ebay Store as well.
http://www.witchschool.com/auctions.asp
http://stores.ebay.com/Witch-School-Online-Wicca-

Education W0QQssPageNameZI2QQtZkm

Due to popular demand, the reduced price of Witch S

chool Lifetime memberships

to $49.99 will remain in effect until further notic e. You can get yours at: Witch
School  (http://iwww.witchschool.com/login.asp?a=1)
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Daily Spell Staff—Managing Editor: Sherry Hubbard, dseditor@witchschool.com
The Daily Spell is an online Pagan publication thro  ugh Witch School International with over 6200 subsc ribers. We

are staffed by one full-time editor and one co-edit
submissions from all our readers.

or. We are constantly looking for new sources for

articles and accept

Past issues are available at www.witchschool.com/dailyspell/default.asp

Disclaimer: The Editor reserves the right to refus

ples. However, we strive to present both sides of

We will not print articles that do not have origin

Copyright © 2001 - 2007 Witch School International,
respective copyright holders. Unauthorized reproduc

e articles that are not in keeping with Pagan and W iccan princi-

issues but do not necessarily endorse views express ed in the articles.
of source included or are copyrighted.

Id by their
yright laws.

Inc. All Rights Reserved. Other copyrights are he
tion without prior permission is a violation of cop




