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Special Points of
Interest:

Mother’s Day is this coming Sunday, and it got me t  hinking about how im-
portant the concept of “Mother” is to the Wiccan an  d Neopagan spiritual
paths.

Obviously, mothers are important. After all, none o f us would be here with-
out them. But for Pagans, it goes a lot further tha  n that. Many of us worship
the triple goddess: Maiden, Mother and Crone. And o f course, there is the
concept of our Mother, the Earth, sometimes known a s Gaia.

For me, the Mother aspect of the goddess is probabl y the one | connect with
the most. | feel Her as loving and protective energ vy, guiding me on my path
while at the same time letting me occasionally stum  ble and fall so that |
might learn from my mistakes. | talk to her when | am troubled, and share
with her my joy when things go well. Sometimes, whe n | am feeling small
and lost, | call on her for help.

How do you see the Mother’s aspect of our Lady? Doe s she support you? Scold
you? Look over your shoulder to make sure that you are doing your home-
work?

Our experiences with our own mothers may color the  way we view the
Mother goddess. | am fortunate to have a pretty goo d relationship with my
mother, a woman whom | respect and genuinely like.  We share a love of writ-
ing, and support each other’'s endeavors, so sometim es we feel more like
peers than mother and daughter.

Women often find that as they reach a certain age ( sometimes once they have
children of their own, and therefore a greater unde rstanding of why their
mothers did all that wacky stuff) they connect with their mothers as women,
rather than just as family. If you are lucky, like me, your mother may even
become a friend.

But relationships between mothers and their childre  n can be complicated,
and many of us drag issues with our mothers into ou r adult lives that color
our interactions with others. Does your relationshi  p with your mother effect
how you perceive and interact with the goddess Moth er?

Take a moment to think about how you perceive the g oddess as Mother. Does
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she seem powerful and aloof, far removed from your everyday life? Or is she a constant comforting
presence, always standing by with a hug? Somewhere in-between? To some, the goddess is an abstract,
without form or substance, a power that exists both ~ within and without, inseparable from one’s own
identity.

Is your vision of the goddess as Mother based on th e foundations laid by your relationship with your
own mother? Or does She provide elements that are m issing from that more mundane relationship, giv-
ing you things that you wished you'd had as a child ?

As we approach the day when mothers are celebrated, give some thought to your relationships with the
mothers in your lives. Let’s set ourselves the goal this year of improving our connections with our ow n
mothers, with the Mother goddess and with Gaia, on  whom we live.

What can you do to advance communication with the w oman who brought you into the world, and in
most cases, worked pretty darn hard to help you gro w and prosper? Instead of just giving her chocolate
or flowers this year, how about a hand-written card , telling her how much you appreciate her actions

on your behalf. If you feel that she contributed to  your success in life, be sure to say “thank you” a nd let
her know how grateful you are. If there is anything concrete you can do to return the favor, take the

time and energy out of your busy schedule to go do something nice for your mother. Your Mother would
want you to, take my word for it.

While you're at it, think about ways that you can e  xpand your relationship with the Mother goddess as
well. Maybe set aside a time each day to talk to he r, or set up an altar and put fresh flowersonito nce
a week. This doesn’t have to be anything particular ly complicated, expensive or time-consuming. You
can simply go outside a couple of nights a week and talk to the moon, as a friend of mine does.

But make sure that you are constantly working on th  is connection, instead of taking it for granted unt il
you happen to need something. Magick isn't just abo ut asking for prosperity or love; sometimesitisa s
simple as saying “thank you” for all the blessings in your life. (Even the ones that may not look like
blessings at the time.)

And let’s not forget our Mother the Earth. She’s fe  eling a bit neglected and misused at the moment,
and for good reason. So let’s all go out of our way to do something on Mother’s Day to make all of our
mothers feel loved and appreciated. And if you are a mother, be sure and do something nice for your-
self—you deserve it!

Bio: Deborah Blake is the author of Circle, Coven & Grove: A Year of Magickal Practice (Llewellyn 2007 ) and the forthcoming
Everyday Witch A to Z: An Amusing, Inspiring & Info  rmative Guide to the Wonderful World of Witchcraft  (Llewellyn 2008).
She is a Wiccan HPS and an ordained minister, and | eads her own group, Blue Moon Circle, in upstate NY .
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—NMay 6th Edition was not available in time to be in  cluded in this publication. Please check
her site to if today’s issue was posted.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GrannyMoonsMorningFea st
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Do you need advice?
Ask Truthsong and Grovekeeper from Shadow Grove.
Email your questions to advice@shadowqgrove.com.

Truthsong and Grovekeeper are the founders andtaisiof ShadowGrove Spiritual Ministries, Incchairch established in
2004 for all those who walkthe paths of Earth-basdidion. Truthsong is a teacher, a counselore&iRpractitioner, and a life
coach. Grovekeeper is a teacher, a writer, andiasstor as well. Since ShadowGrove's establishriieathsong and
Grovekeeper have been providing ministerial sesyigeluding counseling, rites of passage, marragkhandfasting, and
offering classes to the people of their community.

Visit their website at http://www.shadowgrove.com/

A Rite of Spring BY MEGHAN V. MALLOY Staff Writer

BELGRADE -- The weather may have not resembled spri  ng, but Mary Perry still felt May Day was the
perfect time to celebrate the season with her commu nity.

A dozen children, many of them bundled in hats and  gloves, gathered Thursday morning at Perry's
Belgrade farm to hear stories about springtime, vis it Perry's farm animals -- among them several
chickens and a magnificent sandy-colored horse -- a nd to dance around a maypole.

Hosted by Perry and organized by the Belgrade Publi c Library, Perry said she invited people to her
working farm so children and their parents could ha  ve the opportunity to tour a farm and celebrate the

season.

"We've had people out to the farm for Open Farm Day and other events," Perry said. "I definitely hope
we continue this May Day celebration next spring,t 00."

Belgrade Public Library Director Marcia Haigh said May Day "seemed like a good way to not only cele-
brate spring in Maine, but farming and agriculture in Maine also."

After visiting the barn animals, children were each given a few ribbons hanging off the May pole and
they all took off in different directions.

One little boy, 3-year-old Luke Atwood, became so e nthralled with running around the maypole he got
tangled in the flurry of streamers.

His caretaker, Tonya Crain, of Belgrade, said she b rought her charges to the May Day celebration be-
cause it seemed like "a good field trip experience for the kids to have."

May Day, traditionally a day for children to exchan  ge May baskets, has its roots in Druid history as a
pagan holiday, according to the Web site www.thehol idayspot.com. The day was a time of rebirth or
"new fire."

May Day has been celebrated variously throughout hi  story as a celebration of spring, a day of politica |
protests, a neopagan festival, a saints' feast day and a day for organized labor.

Meghan V. Malloy -- 623-3811, Ext. 431
mmalloy@centralmaine.com

http://morningsentinel.mainetoday.com/news/local/50 22181.html
http://www.topix.net/religion/pagan-wiccan/2008/05/  a-rite-of-spring
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Reason #134 to be grounded: What goes up must come down.

Living in a world of duality such as we do, we shou Id be conscious that even helium balloons come
down one day. A few rounds spent riding the yo-yo o f extremes - sky-high one moment, up to your eye-
balls in dirt the next - should be enough to convin  ce most of us that moderation is a useful thing to

have in our toolkit. Consider the effect on your ov erall wellbeing - while zipping from high to low is ex-
citing (and life without at least a little drama ca  n be very dull), it doesn't exactly encourage the s tabil-
ity we need to get us through every day in this cra zy world.

So next time you're tempted to put a dividing line  between "grounded" and "spiritual”, ask yourself if
they might actually be one and the same. | can'tte Il you where to go - you must follow your own sacre d
path - but I highly recommend keeping both feet on  the ground the majority of the time. Observing

from a stable perspective is one of the best ways t o take in - and thus learn - the most from life.

—Lisa Maloney

My rating scale is:
5 pentacles: essential / flawless
4 pentacles: valuable / a minor glitch or two
3 pentacles: worth reading / some flaws
2 pentacles: some useful parts / serious errors
1 pentacle: not worth the shelf space / nonsense

The Secret Language of Tarot by Ruth Ann and Wald A mberstone. Weiser Books, 2008.
$24.95 trade paperback, 284 pages. Five pentacles.

I love symbolism. | collect dictionaries of symbo Is and mythic figures. | watch for symbolism in
fiction and movies. The Secret Language of Taroti s mostly symbolism and it's delightfully detailed.

The authors explain various ways of using the book - for fun, to learn about symbolism, to
deepen your understanding of the Tarot, and so fort h. They gather symbols into related sets: crowns,
pillars, rose, lily; paths, mountains, crosses; moo ns, stars, pools; horses, suns, banners; armor, bli nd-
folds, feathers; castles, clouds, gardens; rivers, towers, angels, temples. Each section includes a d iscus-
sion of the symbols, the cards depicting them, and how they relate to each other. There are also exer -
cises and some very insightful spreads; an index to these appears in the back.

First of all, The Secret Language of Tarot is a ge ek treat; if you love symbolism the way | do, it's
a must-have book. If you're designing a deck, this  book will help you make crucial decisions about im -
agery. If you read Tarot, it will enhance your und erstanding. If you're just learning Tarot, it will help
you draw connections and grasp how the cards intera ct. Most highly recommended.

Elizabeth Barrette
http://ysabetwordsmith.livejournal.com




$% 1 '([$ ()*&++‘

( !

At Real Magic School, you'll have an opportunity t o learn everything you always wanted to
learn about magical, psychic, and spiritual ideas a nd methods. Our focus is on the practical needs of
Neopagans and other polytheists, but we’'ll cover ot her cultural and religious approaches too. We may
even have some stuff to teach modern parapsychologi sts (scientists who study psychic experiences) --
and their debunkers -- about the complexity of what  they are studying.

Isaac Bonewits is the author of several books ont hese subjects, including the classic begin-
ner’s book, Real Magic: An Introductory Treatise on  the Basic Principles of Yellow Magic. Phaedra
has co-written a book with Isaac, Real Energy: Syst ems, Spirits, And Substances to Heal, Change,
And Grow. These two books, including the updated ed ition of Real Magic that we are now writing,
will be the core of what we teach here.

Other writings by the two of us, including never-b  efore published materials and excerpts from
new books, will see the light of day here at Real M agic School for the first time. In addition, in the
months and years to come, we will be inviting peopl e we know and trust to create new lessons for you
based on their writings and experience.

The structure of Real Magic School can be thought of as similar to a college. Topics will be di-
vided into Departments and students wishing to earn  a Certificate of Magical Arts and Sciences will
need to finish a minimum number of courses in each  Department. Introductory (non-credit) classes
will be available for each Department and will be f  ree to all visitors at RMS. For-credit classes will
require students to become subscribers and will inc  lude beginning to advanced materials on each sub-
ject covered. The introductory and beginning lesson s will be written for students in their mid-teens
and older, with later material becoming more challe  nging. We hope to have plenty of stuff to say to
experienced adults as well!
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Articles should be about pagan/wiccan/alternative life . We want to cover a variety of topics including but
not exclusively politics (such as religious discriminati  on), career, parenting, relationships, fashion, and so
on. We will probably publish between 3 - 4 articles d  aily, depending. DS runs Monday—Thursday.

How to submit:

If you already have an article that you would like p  ublished in DS, please submit the article to dsedi-
tor@witchschool.com with the subject line - UNS Article : (Title). There articles will responded to as
quickly as possible.

If you have an idea or would like to discuss possibl e topics, please e-mail dseditor@witchschool.com to | et
me know that you would like to write something. I'll get back to you and let you know if it would be ap  pro-
priate and when we would like to have it in DS.

Creative Writing:

If you are interested in submitting creative writing, p lease feel free. Just make sure to put in the subject
line "CW." DS is hoping to publish short stories and  poetry (unfortunately, we cannot publish larger fic-
tion).

Please feel free to write for our "Why I'm a Witch" writ  ing contest: 150 - 600 word personal essays. If
you're piece is published, you will receive a $10.00 g ift certificate to Witchschool.com. Winning essays will
be published weekly. Put "Essay Contest" as your sub ject line. If we publish yours you will receive a
$10.00 Gift Certificate to the Witch School Store. Itis a grea t way to share your beliefs and your story with
the community. Send your essays to Dseditor@witchschool.com.




Paid Advertising

The Daily Spell accepts retail business and non

-Witch School event advertisements for a small

fee. Contact: MaryAnn@WitchSchool.com for
more information.

Seeking Advertising Reps

Witch School International, Inc. is seeking sales
representatives to advertise Witch School
branded products. This is a commissioned posi-
tion, with commissions ranging from 10%-30%.
We are in need of individuals who are self start-
ers to act as independent agents, selling Banner
Space, Ads in the Daily Spell, and commercials
on Magick TV along with our whole range of
products to stores and to resellers. To apply,
send your information to Ed@witchschool.com.

Tarot College Now Has Readers!

www.tarotcollege.com
If you would like your cards read, please go to the Reading Room on
the Tarot College site. You do have to be a member, supporting or non-
supporting is fine. They will also let you read fo r them if you'd like.

Reading Hours are:
Monday & Tuesday 6-7:30 pm CDT
Wednesday 5-8 pm CDT

Thursday, Saturday & Sunday 7pm-9pm & midnight-3am CDT

If you have any questions you can contact Windy at
windy@tarotcollege.com. *This is for entertainment purposes only.*

Blog of Shadows

Witch School is pleased to announce the unveil-
ing of “Blog of Shadows”, a website modeled on
the popular Face Book and My Space con-

cepts. Basic membership is free but for $5.00
per month you can get access to enhanced fea-
tures to make your Blog of Shadows truly

unique. To Join click on the link:  Blog of Shad-
ows (http://www.blogofshadows.net/

What You Can Find At WSI Inc.

Invest In Witch School : Click on the Investors link to get infor-
mation on investing in Witch School

http://www.witchschool.com/investor.asp

Shopping: Our online Store has a new look and is much easier to
use and continuing to add new products.
http://www.witchschool.com/comersus7F/store/comersu s_index.asp

Be sure to also check our Auctions and Ebay Store as well.
http://www.witchschool.com/auctions.asp
http://stores.ebay.com/Witch-School-Online-Wicca-

Education W0QQssPageNameZI2QQtZkm

Due to popular demand, the reduced price of Witch S

chool Lifetime memberships

to $49.99 will remain in effect until further notic e. You can get yours at: Witch
School  (http://iwww.witchschool.com/login.asp?a=1)
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Daily Spell Staff—Managing Editor: Sherry Hubbard, dseditor@witchschool.com
The Daily Spell is an online Pagan publication thro  ugh Witch School International with over 6200 subsc ribers. We

are staffed by one full-time editor and one co-edit
submissions from all our readers.

or. We are constantly looking for new sources for

articles and accept

Past issues are available at www.witchschool.com/dailyspell/default.asp

Disclaimer: The Editor reserves the right to refus

ples. However, we strive to present both sides of

We will not print articles that do not have origin

Copyright © 2001 - 2007 Witch School International,
respective copyright holders. Unauthorized reproduc

e articles that are not in keeping with Pagan and W iccan princi-

issues but do not necessarily endorse views express ed in the articles.
of source included or are copyrighted.

Id by their
yright laws.
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